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SIXPENCE 


Subversive warfare report 


BERTRAND RUSSELL 


REPLIES 


“Weakening the West’’ charge 


REPORT on subversive warfare made to the Western European Union 
Assembly in Paris last week accuses Earl Russell of weakening the West 
through his opposition to nuclear weapons. 


A passage in the report, published 
in the “ Scotsman” on Nov. 30, says : 


“It is impossible to imagine a Bert- 
rand Russell in Soviet Russia. He 
weakens the West and yet is part of it. 
{t is impossible to convince him, and no 
doubt we have no right to do so; we 
must listen to him while realising that, 
through his diatribes on nuclear weapons, 
he may well help to upset the nuclear 
balance in the world to our detriment. 


“This is because the nuclear balance, 
under the shadow of which international 
tension moves and changes, is the result 
not only of the possession of weapons, 
aircraft and missiles, but also of the 
political capability and the will of the 
people to use these arms. . .” 


Asked by Peace News to comment on 
this. Earl Russell replied : 


“Such testimonials are encouraging to 
those engaged (as I have been, in common 
with many valiant fighters against universal 
death) in endeavouring to persuade the 
governments of East and West to adopt 
policies not obviously inspired by 
hystericai insanity.” 


“We have had against us almost all the 
Press and aJmost all the major organs of 
publicity, as well as a large majority of 
professional politicians and cohorts of 
militarists and hireling scientists. It is com- 
forting to know that these vast forces con- 
sider themselves in danger of being defeated 
by the small voice of reason. 


“ Argument, it is true, is so overwhelm- 
ingly on our side, both from a patriotic 
and from an international point of view, 
that (I am convinced) the Prime Minister, 
if he could retire for a month from the 
cares of State, and devote his leisure to 
study of the nuclear problem, would be- 
come aware of the disasters towards which 
our country and the world are being led, 


The New York Civil Defence Protest Com- 
mittee last Monday urged parents to keep 
their children home from school on Wed- 
nesday as a protest against a city-wide 
Civil Defence “ Dispersal Drill’ Chil- 
dren were to be evacuated from school 
and sent to their homes in response to a 
mock bombing attack, The Drill, held to 
publicise ‘Civil Defence Day,” is in 
addition to monthly air raid alerts in the 
school system. 


and would be found in the forefront of the 
next Aldermaston March. But politicians 
have no time to study important questions. 


remark that a Bertrand 
be found in Soviet 


“T note the 
Russell 


could not 


Russia. The suggestion is that, since Russia 
is perfect, we ought to imitate the Soviet 
Government in this respect. It is charac- 
teristic of the most vehement exponents of 
the argument that Russia must be fought 
in the name of liberty that they do all they 
can to destroy whatever liberty survives in 
the West. For, among us, some liberty 
still survives, in spite of the efforts of its 
most vociferous advocates to destroy it.” 


‘‘ City killer —Holy Loch protest 


na DRESSING a Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament meeting at Dundee last 
week, Mr. Emrys Hughes, MP, said that 


Mr. Hugh Gaitskell should read what 
American admirals were saying about 
Polaris. 


Mr. Gaitskell had said he was not “in 
principle’ against Polaris, calling it less 
dangerous to the population than any other 
nuclear weapon, Emrys Hughes declared. 


The American admirals were calling it “a 
city killer.” 


Emrys Hughes added, reports The Daily 
Telegraph: “The Navy has a_ nuclear 
monitoring team which is to cost £180 a 


week. Its work is to study radiation in 
Holy Loch as a result of its becoming a 
Polaris base. If there is not any danger, 
why are these precautions necessary ? ” 


CAROLS WILL AID REFUGEES 


Christian Action has arranged a recital of 
carols to be sung in front of the Christ- 
mas tree on the steps of St. Paul's Cathe- 
dral on Wednesday, December 21, from 
1.5 p.m. to 1.50 p.m. by the Choir of 
Friends’ School, Saffron Walden, con- 
ductor Richard Sturge. A collection will 
be taken in aid of a home for elderly 
Algerian refugees. 


INSIDE 
Cdr. Sir Stephen 


KING-HALL 


this week publishes 
his latest book 
—reviewed on 
page six 


Civil Defence 


Councillor Raymond Challinor 
looks at that tenpence 
on your rates 


page seven 


Why they walk from 


San Francisco 
to Moscow 


“THE WORLD must disarm; it must 
end the nuclear arms race—or perish. 
Negotiations are repeatedly stalled, and 
meantime the race speeds up. The ten- 


Let each 


sion and peril become greater, 
nation take the initiative, decide to scrap 
its own nuclear armament and make 
plans for an orderly transfer to peace 


economy. It is irrational and immoral 
for one nation to keep on preparing for 
mass extermination and suicide just be- 
cause some other nation docs. Stop the 
nuclear arms race—start a disarmament 
race.” 

This is the message being carried across 
America and Europe by Committee for 
Non-violent Action walkers who set off 
from San Francisco for Moscow last 
Thursday, 

From San Francisco the team will go to 
Los Angeles, thence through Arizona, New 
Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Mis- 
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3d. per word, min. 


TERMS: Cash with order, 
2s. 6d. (Box No. 1s, extra). Please don't send stamps 
in payment, except for odd pence. Address Box No 
replies: Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd., London, N.1. 
Please send advertisements by first post Monday. 


MEETINGS 


MEETING ROOMS AVAILABLE at Peace News 
offices, seat 10—40, very reasonable charges, re- 
freshment facilities, piano. Apply The Warden, 5 
Caledonian Rd., King’s Cross, London, N.1. 


REGINALD W. SORENSEN, MP, on ‘“ Behind 
and Beyond Politica’, I1 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 11. 
Dr, Eleanor Mears on artificial insemination, and 
the Faversham Report, Tues., Dec. 13, 7.15 p.m. 
Dr. Helen Rosenau on “ The Christ Child in the 
Creative Arts’’, Sunday, Dec. 18, 11 a.m. Conway 
Hall, Red Lion Square, W.C.1. South Place Ethical 
Society. 


PERSONAL 


ATTENTION ABSTAINERS. Motor Insurance 
Company insuring abstainers only offer amazingly 
Up to 50 per cent N.C.B. Details from 
Temperance Brokers, local representatives in all 
areas. Morris Hunter (PN), 33 Victoria Avenue, 
Southend-on-Sea, Essex. 


Aubrey Brocklehurst, 6 Endsleigh St., London, 
W.C.1. EUSton £501. 

DUPLICATING, verbatim shorthand, _ typing 
(tapes, etc.), translating. Mabel Eyles, 10 Beacons- 
field Road, London, N.11. ENTerprise 3324. 


GENUINE INTRODUCTIONS, friendship or mar- 
riage, all ages. WV.C.C., 34 Honeywell Rd., London, 
S.W.11. 

JEWELLERY, GOLD AND_ SILVER: Old or 
secondhand items wanted. Offers gladly made 
without obligation. Keen prices, Aubrey Brockle- 
hurst, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.L. 


IF YOU SHOP at a Co-op., please give this 
number when making your next purchase: L336943. 
Your dividend will then be gratefully received by 
the Secretary, Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd., 
London, N.1. 


INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL. Clause 83 of the 
International Sanitary Regulations allows objectors 
to vaccination to enter other countries without 
vaccination certificates. Further information from 
National Anti-Vaccination League, 2nd Floor, 26/28 
Warwick Way, London, S.W.1 

PACIFISTS working in the City are asked to 
send their names to he Standing Joint Pacifist 
Committee who need their help. Secretary: 6, 
Apollo Place, S.W.10. Tel: FLA 7906. 


PEACE NEWS AND HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 
welcome visitors 9.30 to 6 p.m. Monday to Friday, 
to 1 p.m. on Saturday. Voluntary work always 
available. Peace literature, books of all kinds, 
personal-commercial stationery, greetings cards, etc., 
on sale. 

WAR RESISTERS INTERNATIONAL welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps. Please send to WRI, 88 
Park Ave., Enfield, Middlesex. 


TO ALL MEN OF GOODWILL pacifist and 
humanitarian organisations. Are you interested in 
working to create an effective vehicle for the wider 
dissemination of your ideas? Ring Rosanna Rofé 
at FINchiey 3684. 


LITERATURE 


BOOK AND STALL: Together is BOOKSTALL. 
To make these words one we need secondhand 
books and more helpers. Many roads lead to 
Peace, let Golborne Road be YOURS. See P.N 
Diary ‘‘ Every Week.”’ 


CONTACT—a South African Liberal fortnightly 
with inside news of the struggle against apartheid 
and colonialism. 6 months 8s. 9d., 12 months 17s. 
Box 1979, Cape Town, South Africa. 


FREE INTRODUCTION. Send us the names 
and addresses of friends likely to be interested in 
Peace News. They will receive complimentary copies 
and an invitation to take eight weeks’ tria] sub- 
scription for 2s. 6d. Peace News, 5 Caledonian 
Road, King's Cross, London. N.1. 


QUAKERISM. Information and literature re- 
specting the Faith and Practice of the Religious 
Society of Friends, free on application to Friends 
Home Service Cttee., Friends House, Euston Rd., 
London, N.W.1, 


SARVODAYA—monthly magazine of the Bhoo- 
dan Movement in India may be obtained from 
Housmans Bookshop, 5 Caledonian Rd., London, 
N.1, at 12s. yearly, or Is. (post 2d.) each issue. 

THE RAILWAY REVIEW. The only and best 
informed TU newspaper. Trade Union and political 
news. Railway problems and_working conditions 
featured in every issue. Every Friday. 12 pagcs 4d. 


BUSINESS AND FINANCE 


w. A. & A. F. COPPIN (late of Rochford), 891 
London Rd., Leigh-on-Sea, Essex—Phone Leigh-on- 
Sea 77773—specialise in Life Assurance. 


FOR SALE 


ENDSLEIGH CHRISTMAS CARDS: PPU & 
WMA members and sympathisers please note that 
these can be ordered from Arthur Taylor, 44 King 
Charles Rd., Birmingham 32. 


PERSONAL & COMMERCIAL STATIONERY: 
Manilla envelopes 6” x 34”—10s. 6d. 1,000 box; 
9” x 4”—2ds. 6d. 1,000 box. White envelopes 
6” x 3}"—17s. 6d. 1,000 box. Many other sizes/ 
styles available. Plain postcards 2s. 3d. 100; quarto 
bank paper 6s. 500 sheets Harley Bond Writing 
Pads from 6d. each. Postage extra, special quota- 
tions for larger quantities. All profits to Peace 
News. Write or call Housmans, 5 Caledonian Road, 
King’s Cross, London, N.1. (TERminus 8248). 


WATCHES FOR CHRISTMAS: A_ dependable 


range at all prices, fully guaranteed. Appro. avail- 
able. Aubrey Brocklehurst, 6 Endsleigh Street, 
London, W.C.1. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
MOTHERS HELP WANTED: Four children, 


farmhouse—two miles from bus and _ village. 
Cheney, Aylesmore Farm, Shipston-on-Stour, 
Warwickshire. 

VEGETARIAN COOK MANAGERESS required at 
once, for small cafe, Monday to Friday 9-5. Nature 


Cure Clinic, 13 Oldbury Pl, W.1. WELbeck 2787. 


A wider federation of 
East and Central Africa? 


By Fenner Brockway, MP 


[PAY tribute to the magnificent 
' solidarity which Dr. Banda, the 
spokesman of African Nyasaland. and 
Kenneth Kaunda, the leader of 
Northern Rhodesia’s African people, 
have shown with Joshua Nkomo and 
their fellow Africans in Southern 
Rhodesia over the question of repre- 
sentation at the Federal Review Con- 
ference, which opened in London this 
week, 


Nyasaland has been promised its African 
majority in the Legislature. Northern 
Rhodesia will certainly get it. Yet their 
leaders have identified themselves com- 
pletely with Joshua Nkomo. They are 
determined to end the structure of the 
Federation, but the spirit of solidarity 
among the African populations of the three 
territories is now stronger than ever. 


The next stage will almost certainly be 
the negotiations for the democratisation of 
the two Rhodesias. One can expect a 
settlement for Northern Rhodesia on the 
basis of an immediate African majority, 
though there may be resistance to Kenneth 
Kaunda’s claim for independence within 
three years. 


Representation to Legislature 


I shouldn't worry greatly about a pledge 
if I were Kenneth. As soon as he becomes 
Chief Minister he will have the ball at his 
feet, and he will have the wind of change 
behind him to drive it into the goal. 


But Southern Rhodesia will again be the 
difficulty. To advance from the present no 
representation in the Legislature to an 
African majority is a big step which will 
seem shocking to the Europeans. Never- 
theless, it must come, and come soon. How 
it comes, whether by co-operation or by 
struggle, will depend on Sir Edgar White- 
head. 


In the background is the British Gov- 
ernment. It has the power, if agreement 
is not reached, to suspend the constitution 
of Southern Rhodesia and to insist upon 
drastic democratisation. Even if this hurdle 
is passed, the issue of the continuation of 
the Federation will remain. Frankly, one 
cannot see it going on. Nyasaland won’t 
have it at any price. The Chiefs are just 


as adamant as Dr. Banda’s_ massive 
National Democratic Party. 
The Monckton Commission said that 


Federation is so unpopular that any asso- 
ciation would have to be under another 
name. The most that could be expected 
would be some economic co-ordination, 
but that would be possible only on the 
acceptance of the political secession of 
Nyasaland and Northern Rhodesia and 
their coming independence. 


Constructive solution 


The constructive solution would be the 
wider federation of East and Central Africa 
which Julius Nyerere has proposed. I have 
an impression that Mr. Macleod, the British 
Colonial Secretary, likes this idea. But it 
can come only with African majorities in 
the seven territories, and again Southern 
Rhodesia would be the snag. 


There is also the reaction of the Tory 
Party to consider. The backbenchers do 
not like Mr. Macleod’s conciliation. The 
attitude of Tories as a whole is probably 
reflected in the statement of the Conserva- 
tive Commonwealth Council that if neces- 
sary police or troops must be used “to 
maintain law and order under a federal 
constitution.” Those who support the Afri- 
can cause in Britain are facing a challenge 
as urgent as the challenge to Africans 
themselves. We must not fail in solidarity. 


Two other supremely important issues in 
Africa demand vigorous attention. 


Chairman, Movement for Colonial Freedom 


The first is the violent arrest of Patrice 
Lumumba in the Congo. The United 
Nations must act. He is the chosen Prime 
Minister of the elected Parliament. It was 
he who invited the United Nations to inter- 
vene to oust the Belgian troops and the 
United Nations agreed to do so in the 
service of his Government. 


The fact that he was dismissed from the 
Premiership by the President has not des- 
troyed his democratic authority because 
Parliament has not met to endorse his 
deposition or to elect a successor. Colonel 
Mobutu, who has kidnapped Mr. Lumum- 
ba, is the head of a military coup which 
defied the elected Parliament. 


Under American, British and French 
pressure the United Nations has recog- 
nised President Kasavubu as Congo’s repre- 
sentative. This should not have been done 
under present circumstances. The only 
delegation with the democratic right to 
represent the Congo would be sent by a 
Government chosen by the elected Parlia- 
ment. 


The United Nations should insist imme- 
diately on the release of Mr. Lumumba 
and should give him protection. It should 
insist on a free and full meeting of the 
Parliament to decide Congo’s Government 
and its representation at the United 
Nations. This should be followed by a 
constitutional conference, attended by re- 
presentatives of the regions to settle their 
relationship to the central Government. 


The United Nations has been manceuvred 
into a position where it is supporting re- 
actionary elements in the Congo, backed 
by Belgian and British financial interests. 
Its official representative in the Congo has 
warned against the infiltration of Belgian 
military and technical personnel. In prac- 
tice, however, the General Assembly vote 
recognising the President, and consequently 
his tool Colonel Mobutu, has thrown the 
United Nations on the side of the Belgian 
colonialists and their British-shared indus- 
trial monopolies. 


A final word about Pondoland. Few of 
us knew where this territory was a few 
weeks ago, but it has now become the 
battle ground of apartheid in South Africa. 


Pondoland is an African reserve, 4,000 
square miles, between Natal and the Cape. 
The Government decided to make it a 
“ Bantustan ” State embodying racial segre- 
gation. They bribed the Chiefs, banishing 
two who refused to co-operate. The pecple 
resisted. 


The Government has now surrounded 
the area with troops (accompanied shame- 
fully by British-supplied Saracen tanks) 
and the Africans have retired to the hills 
armed with obsolete weapons. 


Is this the beginning of the violent con- 
flict which many of us feared would come 
to South Africa ? The racial policy of the 
Union Government has now become patho- 
logical madness. 


Copyright in Africa and Asia reserved 
to author. 
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Send notices to arrive first post Monday. Include 
Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, street); nature of 
event; speakers, organisers (and secretary’s address). 


Saturday, December 10 

LONDON, S.E.22: 8 p.m. Methodist Church Hall, 
Barry Rd., Dulwich. Public mtg. ‘*Towards Sanity’, 
YCND. 

PONTEFRACT, Yorks. : 7.15 p.m. Cong. school 
room. Social. PPU. 

SHEFFIELD: 6.15 p.m. Back of City Hall. 
CND demonstration, Gaitskell Visit, in vicinity of 
Grand Hotel, against Polaris Missiles. PPU and 
CND. 


Sunday, December 11 


LONDON, S.W.1: 2.15 p.m. Air St. (behind 
Swan and Edgar), Piccadilly. West End Christmas 
Poster Parade. D. 


Monday, December 12 


“The End of an Illusion’’. 
Tuesday, December 13 

BRISTOL: 7.30 p.m. The Exchange, Corn St. 
“World without War’’, Prof. J. D. Bernal, Prof. 
i Questions and discussions. Adm. 
free. Bristol Peace Council, 

CROYDON: 2.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., Park 
Lane. Public mtg., ‘‘ The New Tunisia—the Part 
Women are Playing’’: Mrs. Magda Yoors-Peters. 
WILPF. 

Wednesday, December 14 


BRADFORD: 7.45 p.m. Mechanics Institute 
(Cafe) Edward Bray: ‘‘ Why I resigned from 
CND.’ PPU. 


Thursday, December 15 

LONDON, E.C.3:  12.15-1.15 p.m. Vestry, St. 
Michael’s Church, Cornhill. Peace Forum, ques- 
tions and answers to Standing Joint Pacifist 
Committee. 

LONDON, E.11: 8 p.m. Friends Meeting Ho., 
Bush Rd., annual gen. mtg. E.10 and E.11 PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.i: 7 p.m. 29 Gt. James St. 
““Work for Peace in Italy and Youth Work in 
Europe": Franco Perna, IFoR. FoR London 
Youth Group. 


Friday, December 16 
MAIDENHEAD, Berks: 7.45 p.m. Fri 
Ho., West St. ‘‘ Modern War—A Chalicnes’ aa 


Christians ''—Diana Collins and F. i ene 
‘* Deadly the Harvest "’. rancis Jude 2 Elm; 


Sunday, December 18 
GRANGE-OVER-SANDS, L : i 
mtg. Cartmel Friends Mtg. Bacchi Hamer The 
Imperatives of Peace.’’ G-o-§ Peace Group. — 
LONDON, S.W.1: 2.15 p.m. Air St. (behind 
Swan and Edgar), Piccadilly. Special Christmas 
poster parade. Westminster CND. 


Monday, December 19 
BIRMINGHAM: 8 p.m., 221 Vicarage Rd., 


inp Heath. Mtg. of Kings Heath and Cotteridge 


P 
LONDON, W.C.1: 6-8 .m., 6 Endsleigh 
Social evening, Central Landed "PPU. ae 


Wednesday, December 21 

LONDON, E.C.3: 1.05 to 1.50 p.m. on the steps 
of St. Paul's Cathedral. Recital of carols by the 
choir of Friends’ School, Saffron Walden; Con- 
ductor: Richard Sturge. In aid of elderly Algerian 
refugees. 

LONDON, N.9: 8 p.m. Congregational Cth 
Hall, Lower Fore Street, Rev. Alan Lamb: othe 
Christmas Story". EDMONTON PPU. 

Thursday, December 22 
Arete tise E.ll: 8 Seay Meeting Ho,, 

ush .» Leytonstone Socia ‘0. 

snd Ell ents n ca and PPU. E.10 
ON, S.W.1: 7.15 p.m. Assemble Waterl 

Pl., Lower Regent St. Special Christmas one 

parade, Trafalgar Sq. and Strand. Westminster CND. 

’ we eevee 23 

JONDON, C1: p.m. t 
Town Hall, CND Christmas Bones? Sauces 
Lyuelen poets gor Anthony Parr and jazz 
orpheans. Tickets 10s. adults, 6s. 4 
from CND, 2 Carthusian St, BCID ae 


a Tt adie Lo a CT LS ET 
Every weels?! 
SATURDAYS 


LONDON, W.11: Golborne Rd., off Portobello 
Market, north end. Peace Bookstall in Market. 
10 am.-5 p.m. Helpers for two-hour shifts are 
needed. Apply to the Secretary, BAY 2086, or 
Organiser, FLA 7906. Porchester PPU. 


SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 
LONDON: 72 Oakley Sq... N.W.!. Week-end 


work camps take place whenever possible. ‘Ph 
EUS 3195. Work for needy sections of the Wee 


munity. IVS 
THURSDAYS 


LONDON, E.11: 8 p.m. Friends Mtg. H 
Rd. (near Greca Man), E.10 and E.11 Group’ po. 
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War on Want in the 


colleges 


fPHE average income in the United King- 
dom is £338, in Nigeria £24; average 
expectancy of life in the United Kingdom 
is 65, in many under-developed countries it 
is as low as 30; the average caloric con- 
sumption in the United Kingdom is 3,100, 
in India 1,700; five out of ten children in 
the world have no school facilities at all. 
These were some of the facts of life today 
stated in pictorial form in the Chapel of 
King’s College, London University, side by 
side with a “ Close-up otf the Refugee Pro- 
blem” and a portrayal of some of the 
achievements of technical assistance. 


By talks, film shows, austerity lunches 
and other means the College “War on 
Want” group hope to start a long-term 
campaign on behalf of the hungry peoples 
of the world, commencing with direct help 
to a village in Mexico and a school in 
Africa. 


King’s College is the most recent of the 
University War on Want groups, others 
being Belfast, Birmingham, Bristol, Cam- 
bridge, Cardiff, Edinburgh, Leeds, Durham 
(King’s, Newcastle), Oxford, Sheffield and 
Glasgow. First in the field was Cambridge 
which last year raised £2,000, and in Lent 
1960 exceeded its target of £1,000 a term. 


At a time when within 20 years the pro- 
portion of the world’s hungry people have 
increased from one-half to two-thirds of 
the population, War on Want groups have 
been spreading in Britain—in cities, villages, 
factories, hospitals and offices--pledged to 
support the four-year “Free the World 
from Hunger” campaign of the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation, launched last July 
at its Headquarters in Rome. 


THE TWAIN SHALL MEET 


Wo longer is it true that 
> “East is East and 
West is West, and never 
the twain shall meet,” 
either in the physical or 
the mental and spiritual 
sense. On Dec. I1 a 
group of over 60 pacifists 
will be going by charter 
plane to India from Lon- 
don and Frankfurt to attend the Triennial 
Conference of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national, which is to be held at Gandhi- 
gram from December 21 to 28. 


Some of them will be speaking at public 
meetings as well as taking the opportunity 
to see places of interest and experiments, 
such as those in Basic Education and the 
Vinoba Bhave Movement. The confercnce 
will be discussing peacemaking from vari- 
ous angles, and at business sessions there 
will be important discussions on matters 
aflecting the WRI itself. 


This is the first time that the Triennial 
Conference has been held outside Europe, 
and it is, therefore, a new milestone on the 
road which the WRI travels towards the 
attainment of world peace. It indicates 
that the WRI is alive to the changing world 
situation and recognises the growing im- 
portance of India and the other uncom- 
mitted countries, and the part which paci- 
fism can play in shaping their policies. 

When you are having your Christmas at 
home, will you spare a thought for those 
who will be spending the day in somewhat 
strange surroundings and in trying to under- 
stand more of the positive meaning of 
peace and the way to it? And will you 
send a special Christmas gift to the Peace 
Pledge Union’s Headquarters Fund which 
helps the PPU, as the British Section of 
the WRI, to take a share not only in this 
international conference but in the world- 
wide fellowship of pacifist; and in pro- 
claiming the only way to peace on earth 
through goodwill among men ? 


STUART MORRIS, 
General Secretary. 


Our aim for the year: £1,250. 
Amount received to date : £1,045. 


Donations to the Peace Pledge Union, 
which are used for the work of the PPU, 
should be sent marked “ Headquarters 
Fund,” to the PPU Treasurer at Dick Shep- 
pard House, Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1. 


Photo: Matt Heron. 


Thousand Quakers in vigil 
at the Pentagon 


From Charles Walker 


More than a thousand Quakers stood in 
a silent vigil at the Pentagon, US head- 
quarters for the military, recently as part of 
a “Quaker Peace Witness.” They were 
commemorating 300 years since the first 
Friends’ protest against war to Charles II 
of England in 1660. 

After an early morning mecting for wor- 
ship, the group walked two by two from a 


Petition to Vatican on 


morality of arms 


FPHE Catholic Nuclear Disarmament 

Group in Britain have prepared the 
following petition to be presented to 
Cardinal Tardini : 

“We beg to associate ourselves with 
prelates, pricsts, Jaity and non-Catholics 
from many countries who have asked for 
a commission preparatory to the Second 
Vatican Council to enlighten consciences 
concerning modern total war. 

“Impartial examination by experts in 
all departments — military, scientific, 
medical, economic—bearing on the moral 
issues will assist the deliberations on dis- 
armament of the United Nations by in- 
forming public opinion; give new hope 
to the hungry and dispossessed by using 
resources now devoted to potential de- 
struction; contribute to unity by building 
on foundations of morality and _ self- 
interest common to all pcoples.” 

The prime aim of this petition, accord- 
ing to a statement by the Group, is to 
attain a definite ruling from the Vatican 
as to the morality of the arms race in 
which all major powers in the world are 
now engaged. 

“We believe that such a pronounce- 
ment (on this problem) will ease peoples’ 
consciences as to whether the great nations 
of the world should deter or desist,” say 
the Group. 

The Group is open to all practising 
Catholics who believe that morally the 
manufacture, possession or use of nuclear 
and similar weapons of mass destruction is 
untenable. 


hotel near the White House about a mile 
through the city of Washington to the mas- 
sive Pentagon building. Standing in silence, 
shoulder to shoulder, they formed a line 
that stretched around three sides of this 
symbol of the nation’s reliance on military 
power. They stood for six hours the first 
day and eight hours the second. 

Delegations visited the White House, the 
State Department as well as the British, 
French and Soviet embassies in Washington. 

A special delegation, led by Colin Bell 
of Swarthmore Friends Meeting, delivered 
$16,000 to the United Nations as a con- 
tribution to technical assistance work in 
Africa, adding this to $15,000 sent cartier. 
Some of the money was raised through a 
“voluntary tax” of one per cent of the 
donor’s income. 

Press, radio and television coverage of 
the event was widespread, One Army 
sergeant at the Pentagon commented: “If 
everyone practised their ideals it would be 
all right. But if Jesus were alive today He 
would probably have to change some of 
His ideas.” 


FOOTNOTE FROM LONDON: Many British 
Quaker peace posters, familiar to Alder- 
maston marchers, were carried by the 
vigillers. 


FALL-OUT FALLING 


A SIGNIFICANT decrease in radio- 
“activity since the peak year of 1959 
was reported on November 30 by a team 
of investigators at Harwell Atomic Energy 
Research Establishment, Berks. 

The American ‘“ Redwing” series of 
atomic explosions in the summer of 1956 
and the Russian series in the autumn of 
1958 showed the largest proportional in- 
trements in new radio-activity, said the 
team, 

From the ratios of strontium 89 to stron- 
tium 90 in rainwater it calculated that 
after ‘“‘ Redwing” about 80 per cent of the 
strontium 90 was new. The corresponding 
estimate from the Russian explosions was 
about 70 per cent. 

The team’s findings are contained in 
RADI0-ACTIVE FALL-OUT IN AIR AND RAIN 


(Stationery Office, 7s.). 
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By Sybil Morrison 
Their real 
defence 


“The defence at all times of the weak 
and the innocent is an imperative Chris- 
tian duty, even when armed force is 
necessary to protect them. The defence 
of whole populations against naked and 
unprovoked aggression is surely @ proper 
use of military force.’—Archdeacon of 
London, Sunday Times, December 4. 


IHAT the weak should be defended 

and the innocent protected is a 
very human and natural thought; in 
ordinary life it is possible, of course, 
to recognise the physically weak per- 
son, but it is not so easy to recognise 
the innocent. 


On the contrary, law courts, lawyers, 
barristers, learned Counsel, police and 
detectives spend incalculable time trying to 
prove either innocence or guilt; the matter 
is not a simple one, and anyone whether 
personally involved or merely a newspaper 
reader must be well aware of it. 


Among nations it is even more difficult 
to be sure who are the innocent, though it 
is, perhaps, not so difficult to know who 
are the weaker in the military sense. If 
the Archdeacon of London’s assumption 
that Christians may take up arms, including 
nuclear weapons, to defend the weak and 
the innocent is accepted then some criterion 
should be laid down in regard to the assess- 
ment of such a category. 


Propaganda and suppression of facts 
makes this kind of assessment exceedingly 
difficult and uncertain. For example, just 
before the Korean war it was widely 
asserted and categorically stated by the 
British Government, as well as the USA 
and other Governments of the West, that 
Syngman Rhee was militarily weak and 
totally innocent of any aggressive action 
against North Korea. Britain, along with 
other nations, went to war on his behalf, 
and during the course of three years in 
Korea used the dreadful weapon napalm 
in order to defend the so-called innocents. 


* 


Later, after the hotror of those three 
years was ended, it became clear through 
Syngman Rhee’s own statements that he 
was no more innocent of aggression than 
anyone else. The guilty party was the 
second world war and its aftermath which 
drew lines between North and South Korea, 
dividing up a small country which had 
once been one. 

Again, when Russia marched into Fin- 
Jand soon after the start of the Second 
World War this act was called “aggression,” 
and Britain nearly arranged for the send- 
ing of troops to defend the weaker country, 
but afterwards when Hitler marched against 
Russia it was seen that Stalin’s move into 
Finland had been a defensive one from the 
military point of view. In politics and in 
war the mancuvres of Governments can- 
not be put into categories of “ innocent,” 
“ aggressive,” “unprovoked,” or “ weak”: 
the circumstances will decide what people 
are told and what they will believe, 

It is casy to use phrases like “naked 
aggression” to rouse indignation, and to 
assert that “whole populations” must be 
protected against it; nevertheless, whether 
it be Christian or not to take such deci- 
sions, it is certainly logical to ask whether 
the total destruction of “whole popula- 
tions" is a good way of protecting “ whole 
populations.” 

The Archdeacon of London “ hopes and 
prays” that nuclear weapons will “ con- 
tinue to deter”; in other words, he, a high 
dignatory of the Christian Church, believes 
it right to put his faith, not in the gospel 
of love, as taught by the Founder of that 
Church, not in the golden rule: “As ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye 
also to them likewise”; but rather in the 
preparation of weapons designed to destroy, 
not only whole populations but the whole 
human race whom, it is to be assumed, he 
believes to be God created. 

If the Kingdom of God on earth is to 
be advanced it cannot be by such methods; 
only by moral power of love and goodwill 
can it come about, and then the innocents, 
not only of Christendom, but of the whole 
world, will have found their real defence. 
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Will this be an honest 


debate next week? 


HIS column, as someone remarked 
recently, might have been called 
“New Alignments.” It is a fair 
comment. Repeatedly we have 
found ourselves discussing here— 
for very good reasons—the Parlia- 
mentary Labour Party and uni- 
lateralism after Scarborough. 


The present confusion in the Party 
about “defence” policy, caused by 
@ majority of the Party’s MPs be- 
ing unwilling to accept the decisions 
of their Party’s conference, should 
be intolerable to everyone. No- 
body can be satisfied until this de- 
bate is concluded. 


This is now the task of the unilater- 
alists in the House of Commons, 
because everyone else there would 
like to bury the subject quietly 
under a discussion of weaponry or 
personalities. The sooner this divi- 
sion on principle is made clear the 
better. 


We have also been arguing that the 
whole future of discipline and free- 


dom in the Parliamentary Labour 
Party is at stake. Unless MPs in 
these coming months establish their 
right to organise themselves as 
effective unilateralists in the Com- 
mons, all chance of this freedom 
could soon be removed. 


If next year’s conference should be 
put into line behind NATO, MPs 
may not have another chance to 
establish their right to vote accord- 
ing to their beliefs. Monolithic con- 
formity will once again be the order 
of the day. 


It has been obvious for some time that 
there are two Labour Parties in the 
Commons, and it now looks as 
though the unilateralists may be 
prepared to start from that assump- 
tion. Michael Foot last week tabled 
a motion, entitled ‘Perils of 
Nuclear Strategy,” expressing un- 
qualified opposition to proposals for 
placing more and more nuclear 
weapons in Europe. This was sup- 
ported by 53 Members. 


It is not clear from the wording how 


far the proposer is prepared to de- 
fend the Scarborough decisions of 
his Party, but lest there be any 
ambiguity, Mr. Christopher Mayhew 
has gained greater support among 
Labour MPs for his multilateralist, 
pro-NATO amendment. 


* 


The defence debate will take place 
next week before the NATO Council 
meets in Paris. Next Friday also, by 
virtue of having won the ballot for 
private Members’ motions, Harold 
Davies is due to “call attention to 
the Government’s defence policy 
and the Polaris base” and propose 
a motion. 


These are all opportunities for mark- 
ing and emphasising the most sig- 
nificant division in politics today— 
between those who are developing 
the arms race and those who want 
to get right out of it. 


Michael Foot is naturally anxious for 
his motion to gain the widest pos- 


A French Polaris fleet ? 


M MESSMER, the French Minister of 
AVE the Armed Forces, addressed the 
Assembly of the Western European Union 
last Friday. 

He said that France’s attitude in build- 
ing her own atomic force had been no 
different from that of Britain and the 
United States before her. 


Without nuclear weapons, he continued, 
any attempt to modemise French forces 
would have been pointless, and France had 
no intention of stopping her efforts half 
way. As soon as possible the means of 
delivering nuclear weapons would be 
changed to guided missiles, which he hoped 
would be installed in nuclear-powered sub- 
marines within ten years. 


Hungary ‘dominated’, says UN 


rPHE Soviet Union and the Hungarian 
régime have continued their attitude 
of non-co-operation to the United Nations. 

The latest report—published last Friday 
—by Sir Leslie Munro, UN representative 
on the question of Hungary, said that the 
authorities have reiterated their refusal to 
consider the possibility of any visit to 
Hungary by any person charged with in- 
vestigating on behalf of UN. 

Sir Leslie concluded: “The simple truth 
is that the people of Hungary are subject 
to foreign domination, that troops of an 
alien Power remain on their soil, and that, 
in consequence, the Hungarian people are 
denied the elementary human right of 
freely choosing those whom they wish to 
govern them.” 

Last year the General Assembly, by a 
vote of 53 to 10, with 17 abstentions, 
adopted a ‘resolution deploring the con- 
tinued disregard by Russia and Hungary of 
its previous resolutions and calling upon 
them to co-operate with the United Nations’ 
representative. 


Peaceful co-existence ? 


RUSSIA is constructing on the Kam- 

chatka Peninsula, in north-eastern 
Siberia, a base for missiles with a range 
of 3,000 miles whose target area appears 
to be China. 

Japanese Intelligence authorities have 
aerial photographic evidence of this pro- 
ject, according to a report from Richard 
Hughes in Tokio in last week-end’s Sunday 
Times. 

The Japanese authorities admit that the 
photographs are “six months old.” (US 
U-2 spy planes stationed in Japan were 
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quietly removed after the Powers trial in 
Moscow.) 


News of this and other Soviet rocket 
bases was released in Bonn on July 16 and 
reported in PN of July 22. 


* 


“ Sit-ins”” in Cape Town continued again 
last Saturday when a multi-racial group 
drank coffee in a_ self-service store. 
Three similar groups of demonstrators in 
other stores were refused service. “ White 
customers everywhere expressed sym- 
pathy for the demonstrators,” reported 
Christopher Kavanagh in The Sunday 
Times. 


World Refugee Year raised approximately 
£7,750,000 in the UK up to September 
30. This was the largest of all national 


contributions to that date. In contribu- 
tions per head, the UK came third after 
Norway and New Zealand, The full 
figures are in UN Document A/4546. 


Recruitment costs for the UK Armed 
Forces amounted to £1,167,868 for the 
financial year 1959-60. Estimated expen- 
diture for the current financial year is 
£1,344,200, the Minister of Defence 
stated in a Parliamentary Written Answer 
on November 30. 


West Berlin received a further 11,279 East 
Germans last month, compared with 
6,479 in November, 1959, refugee officials 
in West Berlin stated last Friday. 


On Rhodesian railways the first Indian and 
Coloured firemen to be employed began 
work at Livingstone, N, Rhodesia, last 
Friday, 


Christopher 


sible support, but he will surely fail 
to make the real division clear if he 
carries this process too far. Mr. 
Gaitskell was on very strong ground 
at Scarborough when attacking 
Frank Cousins for not making his 
views clear enough. If it was a 
really important principle, he coun- 
tered, what was it exactly; if it was 
not, then it was monstrous to divide 
the Party so deeply on anything 
less. 


* 


We are moving towards new align- 
ments in British politics, and until 
this is achieved much other progress 
will be held up. The uncertain 
future of the Labour Party, caused 
by its ambiguity and its ability to 
contain contradictory beliefs, has 
for a very long time prevented a 
fresh break. 


This may now shortly come, and it 
may be possible at last for people 
to organise themselves politically as 
a coherent and powerful force pre- 
pared to state unequivocally some 
firm principles. This is basically 
why the debate in the Labour Party 
is of crucial interest to us all. 


Fature issues 


Next week’s defence debates in the 
House of Commons will be thoroughly 
reported and discussed in coming issues 
of Peace News. We shall also be start- 
ing soon a series on discipline in the 
Parliamentary Labour Party. 
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West Germany: Yo 


would be useful if the socialist 
party in West Germany were to set 
up an ad hoc committee for the pur- 
pose of coining a new word signifying 
both yes and no. Should it be “yo” 
or “nes” ? 


Without such a word it is almost im- 
possible to describe the wreathings of a 
party leadership whose supreme and only 
aim seems to be to win the next election 
and thus qualify for the honour of form- 
ing a government, and which is therefore 
determined to avoid a single unambiguous 
statement on defence. Any occasional 
failure to conform to this pattern has been 
hastily remedied and the author called to 
order. 


The annual conference of the Social 
Democratic Party (SPD) in the Federal 
Republic of West Germany took place 
from November 21-25 at Hanover, and the 
questions of nuclear armaments and defence 
were hotly debated. 


The leader of the SPD, Herr Ollenhauer, 
at first came out with a clear no to nuclear 
weapons for the Federal Army, which was 
as much or more than could be expected, 
as the Party has long since dropped its in 
any case half-hearted opposition to con- 
scription and effectively strangled its own 
infant, the committees against atomic death. 


or nes ? 


But Herr Ollenhauer’s statement provoked 
a passionate protest from the Party’s de- 
fence expert, and on the following day the 
leader, complaining that he had been mis- 
understood, denied any incongruity between 
his statement and the official resolution as 
drafted by the Party idol, Willy Brandt. 


The relevant section of that resolution 
runs as follows: “The Federal Army must 
be effectively armed and equipped. The 
Federal Republic shall not press for any 
addition to the number of atomic Powers 
or for nuclear arms for the Federal Army.” 
This non sequitur, as interpreted by Herr 
Ollenhauer, signifies an uncquivocal rejec- 
tion by the SPD of nuclear arms for the 
West German Army. 

Just how unequivocal it is intended to 
be was revealed later on in the proceedings 
when another member of the hierarchy 
rose to suggest that a statement taken from 
the basic programme of the Party— 
“Nuclear and other means of mass destruc- 
tion shall not be manufactured or used by 
the Federal Republic ’’—should be added 
to the resolution. His plea was rejected on 
the ground that it was guilty of “ pacifist 
undertones.” 

Carlo Schmid, who is to be Willy 
Brandt’s right hand if the latter forms a 
government after mext year’s elections, 
stated emphatically that many people in 
Germany had good reason to be grateful 


by Hilda von Klenze 


that there had been a sufficient number of 
non-pacifists in England and France to 
fight Hitler. It was still worth while to 
defend freedom, even with atomic bombs. 


His colleague, the defence expert, argued 
that so far as the security of the country 
was concerned, it was not possible to pro- 
ceed from moral considerations. No one 
wished to scrap the basic programme, he 
added, but the situation was changing so 
rapidly that there was no sense in tying 
oneself down too inflexibly. Another “ yo- 
nes,” this time to the Party programme. 
The resolution was finally carried against 
a strong minority. 

If anything at all can be said to emerge 
clearly from the complicated double-talk 
of the Party conference, it is the all-out 
attempt, at once ruthless and pitiful, to 
ensnare every possible voter in the coils of 
an amorphous “ yo-nes” policy in order 
to win the elections, and the strenuous 
effort to avoid any commitment in regard 
to nuclear weapons and defence in general 
which may become awkward if and when 
the elections are won. 

While it is true that no one can object 
to a statement in a resolution which is en- 
tirely devoid of meaning, it is also true 
that no one can feel inspired to work or 
vote for a party which has no clear direc- 
tion but that towards power, and no policy 
but that of expediency. 
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Foulness* prisoners 


We would like to take this opportunity 
of expressing our sincere gratitude to 
the many supporiers and sympathisers who 
sent messages of support during our recent 
six-month sentence resulting from civil dis- 
obedience at Foulness Island last May. 


We speak for all concerned when we say 
how much your letters, cards and books 
were appreciated. The monotony of prison 
life is broken only by visits and corre- 
spondence, and correspondence comes to 
mean a great deal, in the way of encour- 
agement, to continue our witness for peace 
inside prison walls. 


Because of the large number of messages 
received, it is not possible to reply indivi- 
dually to all, but those concerned please 
accept in this form our very grateful thanks. 
—MICHAEL NOLAN, COLIN SMART, 
TERRY CHANDLER, PETER DODSON, 
London, N.1. - 


Capital punishment 


FPHE executions of James Forsyth and 

Norman Harris and the impending 
executions of several other young men have 
aroused strong feelings of revulsion in a 
great many people. These feelings should 
be channelled into action against the pre- 
sent Homicide Act of 1957. 


Under this the categories of murder 
liable to the death penalty are: (a) murder 
in the course of furtherance of theft; (b) 
murders by shooting or causing an explo- 
sion; (c) murders in the course of resisting 
arrest or escaping from legal custody; (d) 
murders of police officers in the execution 
of their duty and of persons assisting them; 
(e) murders by prisoners of prison officials 
and of persons assisting them. 


These categories, with the exception of 
(b), indicate that the law is protecting 
property and authority, not human life. As 
for category (b), I suggest in all serious- 
ness that there is some guilt being ex- 


punged—why should murder by shooting 
or explosion be more punishable by death 
than murder by poisoning, strangling, stab- 


bing, etc.? Are we not protecting our 
guilt for having in our country an enorm- 
ous amount of explosive material with 
which our leaders daily threaten millions 
of men, women and children in Russia ? 


Young men nowadays are prone to say, 
“Don't go within 100 yards of a police- 
man in case he drops dead and you are 
held responsible.” Reading of James For- 
syth many a schoolboy must think, “It 
could have been me.” These thoughts lead 
not to deterrence but to pity for the mur- 
derers, contempt for what seems a cruel law 
and perhaps defiance of the law. The 
Podola case followed the Marwood case 
within two months. On an average one 
policemen is murdered in every two and a 
half years. Another murder in the course 
of theft was committed within one hour of 
the hanging of Forsyth and Harris. People 
who can gain recognition in no other way 
have been known to commit crimes solely 
for the sake of publicity. 


Sir Ernest Gowers said: “So far from 
the sentimental approach leading into the 
abolitionist camp and the rational approach 
leading into the retentionist camp, it is the 
other way round.” The hangers have a 
sentimental attachment to revenge. The 
charge is often made against abolitionists 
that they sympathise with the murderer 
instead of his victim, but on the contrary 
to hang a murderer to revenge his victim 
is the sheerest sentimentality since the 
victim cannot possibly benefit. 


The sober reflection must be that we 
have dragged through centuries and cen- 
turies of executions and torture and the 
hard mass of unenlightened opinion which 
still exists largely within the Conservative 
Party is the result. These retentionists may 


A SIGNIFICANT SILENCE 


Deterrent or Defence, by B. H. Liddell Hart. Stevens, 30s. 


APTAIN LIDDELL HART has an outstanding reputation as a military 
strategist. The military discipline above all others develops the conservative 
outlook, yet for decades he has been demonstrating the flexibility of his mind 


at a time of incredibly rapid change. 
He quotes the air chief several years 
ago who remarked: “It is no use 
trying to plan anything beyond the 
first six hours of another war.” 


Shortly after the explosion of the hydro- 
gen bomb in 1954 Liddell Hart wrote: 
“The H-bomb makes nonsense of the aim 
of pursuing ‘victory’ in a ‘total war.’ 
Both terms, and the concepts they express, 
now become totally absurd. Anyone who 
dreams or talks of ‘winning the war,’ if 
war should come, is worse than absurd— 
a menace to his country and to all 
humanity. Warfare as conceived and con- 
ducted from the time of Napoleon and 
Clausewitz to that of Hitler and Churchill 
has become obsolete.” 


DETERRENT 
OR DEFENCE 


A Fresh Look at the West’s 
Military Position 


. .. a book to be read by all who want 

to be effective in argument against those 
who, in and out of the Labour movement, 
still cling to the idea thae peace can be 
secured by deterrence.""—_Daily Worker 


“No military writer of our day has more 
to say than Captain Liddell Hart. He is a 
realist with a sense of history who has the 
imagination to see what new weapons mean 
and what they do not mean. In spite of 
being right so often over four decades, he 
cames fresh and without loyalties to every 
problem. In his latest book Deterrent or 
Defence . . . he ranges over every subject |, 
from tactical atomic weapons to disarmament 
with great skill.""—-The Guardian 


B. H. LIDDELL HART 30s. net 


STEVENS & SONS 


11 New Fetter Lane, London, E.C.4 | 


He sees_ that 


Churchill's pursuit of 
triumph in World War II “was fore- 
doomed to end in tragedy, and futility— 
since the complete conquest of Germany 
at which he blindly aimed was bound to 
clear the way for Russia’s domination of 
Europe, and a vast extension of Communist 
power in al] directions.” 


* 


On Civil Defence he states: “‘ Measures 
that are basically inadequate merely tend 
to foster fatal illusions.” 


Sometimes such clearsighted remarks also 
reveal something of the frame of mind 
that military strategists are forced by their 
profession to cultivate. On Suez he con- 
cludes: “ . Britain is no longer fitted 
to play the amoral game of ‘ power 
politics.” The checks inherent in her demo- 
cratic system, moral scruples, and difficulty 
in carrying ruthlessness to an extreme, 
form a triple handicap. . . On top of all 
is her present economic dependence on the 
US. So it is better in every sense for her 
to follow a moral policy, . .” 

Much other ground is covered—from 
nerve-gas (“a far more hopeful portent for 
peace and humanity than the multiplica- 
tion of the atomic deterrent’) to the future 
of tanks and the development of night 
action——and to all of this he brings an 
individual military mind. 

Forty pages in conclusion deal with 
“alternative proposals,” and these are all 
too brief. Commander King-Hall’s pro- 
posals for non-violent resistance receive 
fair but sketchy treatment, and this is all 
the more disappointing because the author 
has no better solution than to hope for a 
relaxation of tension. 

This gradual falling into silence of mili- 
tary strategists—which has had its parallel 
amongst radicals—is one of the most 
ominous measures of the age of the final 
arms race. Cr 


be like the managing director who comes 
to his meeting saying: “ My mind is made 
up. Don’t confuse me with facts.” Never- 
theless, the time has come when they must 
be confused again. The address of the 
Howard League for Penal Reform is: Par- 
liament Mansions, Abbey Orchard Street, 
London, S.W.1. — PATRICIA GOLD- 
ACRE, 120, Balham Park Rd. London, 
S.W.12, 


Denmark’s elections 


JOERN HALLSTROEM’S comments 
on the Danish elections (PN November 
25) probably need a few further remarks. 


It was mentioned that most of the old 
Communist voters have apparently trans- 
ferred their votes to the Socialist Party. I 
think that this is most unlikely. First the 
Socialist (Social Democratic) Party is not 
socialist at all, but the Communist voters 
certainly are so, That was what made them 
stay with the Communist Party at the elec- 
tions in 1957 when there was no other 
socialist party. Secondly, the gap between 
their respective views on foreign policy is 
very big, the Social Democratic Party be- 
ing definitely pro-NATO. 


It is much more likely that the Social 
Democratic Party has gained votes from 
the centre and lost a few from its Left 
wing to the new Socialist People’s Party, 
which has undoubtedly also gained votes 
from one of the liberal parties with an 
anti-militarist tradition which seems to 
have been given up. 


However, it is essential to remember that 
the new Socialist People’s Party is uncom- 
promisingly socialist, Therefore it is justi- 
fied to describe it as Titoistic, bearing in 
mind that this essentially means socialism 
adjusted to the characteristics of any 
specific country. The Social Democratic 
Party has consequently refused any co- 
operation with the Party, which did not, as 
Bjoern Hallstroem suggests, offer to join 
with the Social Democrats in a pro-NATO 
government.—-NIELS JONASSEN, Krath- 
olmsvej 6, Virum, Denmark, 


No compromise 


T FULLY endorse all that was said by 
4 F O'Hanlon (PN. November 25) in his 
reminder to us all of the continuous and 
continued support of the Labour Party for 
bi-partisan nuclear war and war prepara- 
tions. I would suggest, however, that it is 
immaterial whether Gaitskell acts on Mr. 
O'Hantion’s suggestion that he accept Mac- 
millan’s implied invitation to join forces 
under the banner of the Tories. 


The Labour Party is too much comprom- 
ised in this vital matter ever to be able to 
assume a new “image ”—the clean face 
required of any party advocating renuncia- 
tion of nuclear (and other) arms, The only 
hope~virtually—for implementation of a 
policy of renunciation is through a new 
party, unhampered by previous office.—B, C. 
BEVIS, 107 Hill Lane, Southampton, 


Peace and the Parties 


THY is it “so dogmatic” to say paci- 
fists’ logical place is in the pacifist 
Fellowship Party, but not “dogmatic” for 
Emrys Hughes to tell pacifists to join non- 
pacifist Labour ? 


Fred Moorhouse’s analogy (PN, Nov- 
ember 25) between Methodism and Labour 
and the Quakers and the Fellowship Party 
is illogical, If Methodist pacifists quit 
Methodism for the Society of Friends 
they'll learn that, despite pacifism in the 
Book of Discipline and the best anti-war 
record of well-known churches, it is far 
from J00 per cent pacifist: many Quakers 
accepted conscription and killed in war- 
time, and US Vice-President Nixon claims 
to be a Quaker. If pacifists quit Labour 
for the Fellowship Party they'll find the 
Fellowship Party’s ideals, practice and 
membership 100 per cent pacifist, 


Primarily I’m not concerned with those 
who left non-pacifist Labour in 1955, for 
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five years ignored two pacifist Parties and 
an ILP with a total disarmament policy, to 
rejoin non-pacifist Labour when block 
votes, chiefly influenced from outside the 
Party, just got an anti-H-bomb resolution 
(not pacifism) through Conference. I worry 
about 76,000 COs and thousands of other 
pacifists leaving elections to be dominated 
by supporters of war. 


But what will pacifists who are Labour 
MPs do? Vote according to conscience 
against the Whip, or only abstain? Ian 
Mikardo tells us pacifist and near-pacifist 
Labour MPs couldn’t even table a motion 
to oppose a Tory policy to use H-bombs 
first! Why didn’t Frank Allaun’s election 
address mention his pacifism ? Why didn’t 
and don’t he and Emrys Hughes table a 
motion for unilateral total disarmament ? 


If pacifists neither vote pacifist nor work 
for pacifist candidates, how can they expect 
non-pacifists to take pacifism seriously? I 
don’t expect the constituency parties’ weak 
support for unilateral nuclear disarmament 
(not pacifism) to drive pacifists into the 
Fellowship Party. I only ask pacifists to 
back the Fellowship Party because it is 
pacifist. I realise thousands, pacifist and 
non-pacifist, say, “My Labour Party, right 
or wrong.” Their first allegiance is to 
Labour; mine is to pacifism. 


I can’t vote or work for a candidate who 
won't say in his election address and by 
his vote in the Commons, what Dick Shep- 
pard said when he launched the PPU: 
“War? We say No!” We haven’t time 
to wait for next year’s Scarborough block 
votes, We need pacifist candidates at every 
by-election. This could be done if paci- 
fists backed the Fellowship Party, or nomi- 
nated independent pacifist candidates.— 
RONALD S, MALLONE, 141 Woola- 
combe Rd., London, S.E.3, 


WONDER how the Labour Party would 

have acted over Suez had they been in 
power when Nasser seized our “lifeline.” 
One remembers Gaitskell’s first reaction. 


What can we expect of a Party that 
acquiesced in the atom-bombing of Hiro- 
shima and Nagasaki, that introduced peace- 
time conscription, that welcomed the Amer- 
ican invasion and occupation of Britain on 
a verbal agreement, and that re-armed Ger- 
many apparently against her will 7?—BOB 
WALSH, 154, Droop St., London, W.10. 


-..anda Peaceful New 
Year 


Show your Christmas Goodwill by 
a peace gift for 1961. Start your 
friends thinking with a 
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Cdr. Sir Stephen King - Hall, 
whose latest book is published 
this week. 

Photo: Karsh of Ottawa 


Men of Destiny, by Stephen King- 
Hall. K-H Services (1960) Ltd. 
(162 Buckingham Palace Road, 
London, S.W.1.) 18s. 


JN this brilliantly topical novel, Com- 

mander Sir Stephen King-Hall asks 
himself—and us—what would happen 
in a world perpetually on the edge of 
nuclear warfare if some power-drunk 
politician, say in Eastern Germany, 
were deliberately to juggle with the 


POINT OF NO RETURN 


probability of war in order to advance 
his political position. 


His answer is in these 200-odd tense, 
deft, wryly sardonic and un-put-downable 
pages. Comrade Schultz, ex-Nazi Min- 
ister of the Interior in the German Demo- 
cratic Republic, issues an ultimatum (with 
the forced connivance of Comrade Pilkov, 
Politburo member in charge of non-Russian 
Communist Parties) signifying his intention 
of moving in and occupying West Berlin. 


He is compelled to stay his hand by 
Comrade (Big Boss) Buglov of the USSR, 
whose broadcast appeal for postponement 
of the ultimatum is, however, by an acci- 
dent of timing, anticipated by a threaten- 
ing American note to Russia, and inter- 
preted by the Americans, therefore, as a 
“climb-down” at the threat of American 
force. 


Buglov, for his part, assuming the Ameri- 
cans to have sent their note after his appeal 
to the East Germans, is at first furious, 
then, realising the actual circumstances, 
finds he has no choice but to fall in with 
them. Neither side can retract; both must 
bluff up to the limit of actual war. 


A state of affairs which the British 
Government had always feared might 
develop had now come into being. The 
two great nuclear Powers of the world, 
the Soviet Union and the USA, were 
crouching in their missile ringed lairs 
snarling at each other and seemingly 
ready to spring. In this situation it 
was becoming painfully evident to the 
British Government that their influence 
in Washington seemed to be marginal in 
character. 


“What,” reflected the anxious British 


Prime Minister, “must now be said 
about all the brave speeches made in the 
past by leaders of both Parties about the 
importance of Britain having an inde- 
pendent nuclear deterrent ‘because it 
would enable us to influence American 


policy ? 99 
Keep out 


As the Minister of Defence’s Chief of 
Staff had just said, “ When two heavy- 
weights are about to clash there is not 
much a flyweight can do about it except 
keep out of the ring.” 


But how could one keep out of the 
ting when the ring was the whole sur- 
face of the globe ? 


The crisis develops—with the intrusion 
of utterly incalculable factors, such as the 
revolt of a girl-interpreter whose lover has 
been done to death by the Russian security 
police—to a point where whole populations 
are in headlong panic, and the American 
and Russian leaders are each on, or over, 
the verge of nervous collapse. 


The world is saved from annihilation by 
the action of the British Prime Minister, 
the Rt. Hon. Henry MacKall, who, when 
he is fully convinced that Russian missiles 
are on their way, refuses utterly to launch 
the British and American “ deterrents,” and 
thus brings about the collapse of the whole 
international structure of fear, force and 
fraud. 


Many people will read this novel for the 
entertaining pen-portraits, thinly disguised, 
of current personalities, such as General 
Gallique, President of France, whose 
pyjamas are embroidered with fleur-de-lys; 


ANY film or TV writer or producer 
is justly obligated towards his 
audience in two ways. He must not 
bore them, and he must not deceive 
them. 


We all know and groan at the TV com- 
mercials in which a succession of house- 
wives brood pathetically over piles of 
laundry. We all know perfectly well 
that the lady will not choose the pile 
washed in Brand X. We are bored (be- 
cause we already know, by the nature 
of the thing, that the dramatic choice 
can only go one way); and we are de- 
ceived (because the conviction claimed is 
not justified by the demonstration we 
see). 


The point is that the advertised detergent 
might, for all I know, be better than 
Brand X; but this manner of presenting 
the claim, far from justifying it, only 
creates a bias in quite the opposite 
direction. 


CONDEMNATION 


Now here is a lesson we ought to take to 
heart. If the Pilkington Committee on 


the future of TV is to be at all influ- 
enced usefully by the body of opinion 
found among readers of PN, then let 
that opinion be well-informed and in- 
telligent. 


Too often we are tempted to 
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A Ranch of violence 


By JACK SHEPHERD 


make a grand gesture of condemnation 
about “all this violence” on TV. With 
respect, this is not very helpful, and tells 
the TV people nothing that they did not 
know already. Consider the problem 
briefly from the producer’s point of view. 


Violence cannot be dismissed from drama, 
as though it did not exist, without im- 
plying false statements about life. The 
Crucifixion, for example, cannot be por- 
trayed with honesty and truth if all the 
violence is left out. Then what matters 
is how the factual content of violence is 
handled. But don’t go to the trouble of 
telling producers this. Nowadays all 
reputable producers know it only too 
well. 


GLORIFICATION 


I doubt whether much is produced now- 
adays which deliberately glorifies 
violence. And now before you protest, 
with examples, I hasten to suggest that 
your examples are probably (a) old 
movies, now fairly cheap to acquire, 
which are used to fill up programme 
space; or (b) current productions which 
have been honourable attempts to ex- 
pound the diseased nature of violence, 
but which need a second and mature 
consideration to get the point. 


You can be of use with regard to point 
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(a) by directing the most vigorous pro- 
tests at the unintelligent selection of old 
movies to the leasing-and-hiring depart- 
ments of the TV companies. The current 
producers won’t object to that at all! 
Your help on point (b) needs to be more 
subtle. 


CONSIDERATION 


By way of example, I have been surprised 
to hear friends complaining of the fight- 
ing and killing and so on in the Shakes- 
pearean “ Age of Kings” series. In fact, 
a mature consideration of the whole pre- 
sentation leaves one with a profound 
conviction of the futility and sadness of 
violence. But it is also true that not 
everybody is able or willing to bring 
that mature consideration to it, and for 
such viewers all that remains is the 
fighting. 


This is now the real problem that has to 
be solved. The use of drama really does 
require that the seed of truth be lodged 
into the subconscious rather than the 
caption of truth be written across the 
screen. The one could become part of 
a personal experience. The other re- 
mains on the level of the detergent 
commercial mentioned earlier. 


APPRECIATION 


Nothing would help the producers more 
than appreciation and recognition of the 
efforts which they are making in the 
right direction; but we shall not recog- 
nise them unless we are prepared to 
watch shrewdly and with perception. If 
after all that you can think of any useful 
advice, the Pilkington Committee will be 
the better for it. 


There was indeed a time—especially in the 
USA—when the theme song of TV could 
well have been Every morn I bring thee 
violence. Not so now, though there are 
still the odd bunches of violence lying 
about. But don’t let’s be misled into 
imagining that they can be replaced by 
a brain-washing-powder commercial. 


for the cunning intricacies of its plot and 
for the convincing handling of the political 
and diplofnatic scenes, 


These are all excellent, but the signal 
merit of this novel is the shrewdly pointed 
way in which it poses the whole question 
of the policy of the “deterrent,” the 
weapon which is no weapon, and which 
cannot, in any accurate sense of the word, 
be “used.” One puts the book down won- 
dering, as the author of course intended 
one should, what on earth would happen 

. will happen, rather, if the bluff should 
be . . . when the bluff is called. 


Neurosis 


For the painful fact seems to be that 
man, Western, social, political man, is in 
the grip of a vast neurosis, and that this 
neurosis has built itself up into the fabric 
of his society and now confronts him with 
the suicidal terrors of the “ deterrent.” 
The deterrent is there because war is there, 
and war is there because the power- 
structure of society cannot persist without 
it, and the power-structure is there because 
of man’s fear and anxiety in the face of 
his own existence and that of others. 


In this situation, we (compulsively) 
cannot renounce the Bomb, because the 
Bomb to us represents Power, without 
which we should feel “naked”; its renun- 
ciation implies, indeed, a personal and 
social revolution which, as Sir Stephen 
hints at the end of his book, is really a 
religious renewal. 


The existence and activities of CND and 
the Aldermaston marches are signs of mere 
sanity amongst a minority, therefore; but 
will it not require some such terrifying 
crisis as Sir Stephen envisages in this book 
before the majority comes to its senses; 
and if so, shall we escape the Terror, or 
succumb to it? And are even the Alder- 
maston marchers aware of what follows 
from their rejection of Power as the stab- 
iliser of society ? 

These are some of the questions which 
this book leaves with me. But it is a 
book which, for its very topicality, deserves 
a very wide readership indeed. 


D. S. SAVAGE 


Derek Savage, writer and critic and 
recipient of the Atlantic Award for Liter- 
ature, has recently become secretary of the 
Anglican Pacifist Fellowship. 


ESPERANTISTS, if you wish to learn about New 
China, read: ‘* El Popola Cinio * (People’s China), 
bi-monthly richly illustrated cultural review only 5s. 
a year. Also, ask for interesting list of publications. 
Latest ‘‘ Long Live Leninism ’’—Apply: Miss F. 
Paraige, 10 Woronzow Rd., St. John’s Wood, N.W.8. 
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THE PRICE OF CIVIL DEFENCE 


A small matter of tenpence 


By RAYMOND CHALLINOR 


IFTEEN months ago my fellow Labour councillors in Newcastle (Staffs.), 
perhaps acting from malice, plonked me on the Civil Defence Committee. 
Nobody else wanted the job; I was their stooge. But soon I found myself 
plunged into dramatic events. The first mass evacuation exercise ever held in 


Britain—*“ Exodus One ’—was taking 
place. 


The CD authorities supposed that an H- 
bomb had dropped on the Manchester 
area. In a flash the mushroom-shaped 
cloud had risen and, fanned by the wind, 
had carried deadly  radio-active dust 
through Cheshire and into North Stafford- 
shire. On the fringe of the fall-out area 
lay the small mining villages to the west 
of Newcastle, where people could only be 
saved if they were evacuated quickly. 
Civil Defence wanted to see how more than 
2,000 civilians could be transported, taken 
to rest centres, and fed. 


WEIRD ASSUMPTIONS 


‘The exercise was based upon a number 
of weird assumptions that might easily 
have come out of ALICE IN WONDERLAND. 
They said much for the authorities’ powers 
of imagination, but little for their powers 
of realistic penetration. They supposed 
that, in the event of war, the enemy would 
only drop one Bomb. And, to give the 
British people a sporting chance, this would 
only be of one megaton. Of course, if the 
enemy was so naughty and inconsiderate 
as to drop, say, six or a dozen H-bombs, 
then such an exercise would be completely 
futile. 


A. widely-distributed leaflet pointed this 
out, quoted Duncan Sandys’ statement 
about Britain being undefended, and urged 
people not to co-operate. Soon the source 
of this leaflet was rumbled by the Police. 
Superintendent B. Wright, in his quaint 
prose, reported: “There was much un- 
official activity in the course of this exer- 
cise, apparently in accordance with pre- 
arranged plans, by many persons, some 
from far off places, said to be associated 
with the Campaign for Nuclear Disarma- 
ment.” 


But the CD authorities themselves—not 
CND—were their own main enemy. They 


took many of their evacuees to Kidsgrove, 


a village nearer to Manchester where the 
Bomb was supposed to have been dropped; 
on the way they lost their direction twice, 
arriving at their destination thanks to in- 
formation from passers-by; and the Kids- 
grove reception centre’s one and only 
geiger-counter was accidentally dropped 
and broken. Nobody would have known, 
in practice, whether Kidsgrove was inside 
or outside the radiation belt. 


Of the 2,000 people who offered to take 
part in “Exodus One,” Civil Defence 
transported about 700. Many of these 
were taken in open trucks through what 
was supposed to be a contaminated area. 
Neither the evacuees nor the CD workers 
had any protective clothing—not even 
mackintoshes which would have been use- 
ful in the non-radio-active downpour that 
actually occurred during the exercise. 


ACCORDING TO PLAN 


But at the reception centres everything 
went according to plan. On arrival, the 
“ clearees ”’ were ‘‘ debussed,” “‘ frisked ” by 
an officer, taken to the “holding centre” 
(a girls’ secondary school), and then “ fed” 
into the dining hall before finally being 
“embussed.” These instructions, so clear 
and well-worded, were caried out, accord- 
ing to the official report, ‘ with more than 
a major degree of success.” 


A slightly different verdict came from 
the local Member of Parliament, Mr. 
Stephen Swingler. He thought “ Exodus 
One” had been a ridiculous waste of 
public money. He proposed that “if these 
exercises must be carried out, surely it 
would be preferable to make them into a 
social benefit—perhaps old-aged pensioners 
could be evacuated to the seaside for the 
day.” 


Civil Defence officials remained unmoved 
by this criticism. In Committee I expressed 
concern at the lack of protective equip- 


ment on “Exodus One.” A Fire Bvigades 
Union pamphlet had just been issued, deal- 
ing with the radiation hazards involved by 
the ever-growing use of radio-active sub- 
stances in industry. It said the emergency 
services did not possess rubberised lead 
equipment and would be unable to cope 
satisfactorily with accidents with radio- 
active materials. I told the Committee I 
thought it would, at present, be unable to 
deal with a peacetime emergency, let alone 
a wartime position, where radiation would 
be spread on a much more serious and 
extensive scale. 


THE EQUIPMENT 


The only rubberised equipment they have 
in the Newcastle CD headquarters is the 
pimples on the ping-pong bats. The rest 
of the equipment—to protect a town of 
74,000—consists of: Man packs 8, First 
Aid packs 8, ancillary equipment 1! set, 
hauling equipment 1 set, charging unit 1, 
ambulance 1, casualty collecting vehicle 1, 
personnel carrying vehicle 1, spare blan- 
kets 9. The Civil Defence Corps’ present 
strength is 142, To meet a wartime emer- 
gency at least 1,377 would be required. 


The CD authorities work on a very com- 
forting assumption. They assume, accord- 
ing to a report of a senior officers’ training 
school at Sunningdale, that the enemy will 
give two or three days’ warning. During 
this time it will be possible to recruit and 
train personnel, as well as augment local 
supplies of equipment. Of course, if the 
enemy were so dastardly as to give only 
four minutes’ warning—the basis upon 
which millions are being spent at Fyling- 
dales—then our own CD workers would be 
overwhelmed. 


Indeed, this is the unpleasant, but prob- 
ably more realistic, assumption the National 
Coal Board are working on in North Staf- 
fordshire. They have drawn up plans that 
assume the whole population of the Pot- 
teries—a connurbation of almost half a 
million—has been wiped out by nuclear 
attack. The only people remaining alive 
are the miners down below. They have to 
stay down the pit. Probably the winding 
apparatus has been broken by the explo- 
sion, but, in any case, to come to the sur- 
face would subject them to a deadly dose 
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“GOOD ENTERTAINMENT ’ 


“The Home Office say that 
every effort is also made to per- 
suade BBC and II'V to include 
references to Civil Defence in 
their regular feature programmes 


and they are investigating the 
production of films combining a 
good entertainment value with a 


Civil Defence background.”— 
Municipal Review Supplement, Sep- 
tember, 1960 (Appendix A, Civil 
Defence Sub-Committee, page 193, 
paragraph six). 


of radiation. Therefore, they must stay 
below until the radio-activity has dispersed. 


As the NCB think this will be roughly 
14 days, they are installing food and water 
at the pit bottom to last for this time. 
Mobile winding gear, situated in North 
Wales and other places which they hope 
would be unaffected, would be brought to 
the Potteries and pull up the survivors 
once the danger period had past. The 
miners would have to wait their saviours 
knowing that, as they eat their corned beef 
and biscuits, their families, relatives and 
friends are all dead, and that they them- 
selves are in a living tomb if the winding 
apparatus or its crew has been destroyed. 


PRESENT SHAM 


The NCB’s plans have been kept as 
quiet as possible. They might cause alarm 
and despondency, and eliminate a few illu- 
sions about the efficacy of Civil Defence. 
Far better, from the official standpoint, 
keep on with the present sham. For Civil 
Defence acts as a tranquilliser, a sedative 
that takes the public mind away from the 
very real dangers the Government’s nuclear 
policy involves. The Government not only 
places the British people in the front line 
of any third world war; it also provides 
them with no protection. 


My own experience has led me to be- 
lieve that CD doesn’t really stand for Civil 
Defence, but for Criminal Deception. And 
I, for one, don’t intend to be a partner in 
it. That is why, to draw public attention 
to it, I have decided not to pay that part 
of my Rates that goes to Civil Defence. It 
is only tenpence—a small amount, but, if 
others did it as well, it could mean so 
much. 


USSIA today reminds one of Yugo- 
slavia back in 1950. A decade 
ago, only two years after Tito broke 
from Stalin, it was difficult to see any 
basic improvements. In the streets of 
Belgrade I saw people working with 
sub-machine guns at their backs. 
Goods were painfully short. Only the 
most fearless people were willing to 
talk with a foreigner and none would 
visit his hotel room. 


When I was in Yugoslavia last, a couple 
of years ago, the atmosphere had changed 
drastically. Consumer items now were 
fairly plentiful, tensions seemed to be re- 
laxed, there were no forced labourers 
around, and Yugoslavs had no compunc- 
tion about visiting your hotel room or 
inviting you to their homes. 


6‘ Co-existence ° 


One gets the impression in the Soviet 
Union in 1960 that it is at a stage of the 
same process. The Khrushchev-Mao ideo- 
logical conflict, only at its inception, re- 
flects this process and is corollary to it. 
Goods are beginning to flow to consumer 
hands, people are losing their fears, a 
measure of legality is being established. 
The dispute over “co-existence with capi- 
talism” is more than an exercise in dialec- 
tics. It is the meat and marrow of present 
Soviet existence. 


Everything indicates that the Russo- 
Chinese differences are at least as signi- 
ficant as the bitter arguments between 


The Soviet Union 


‘HARD’ OR 


in transition—Ill 


‘SOFT’ COMMUNISM ? 


By Sidney Lens 


Sidney Lens, the American trade unionist and writer, recently 


returned from Russia. 


Here he concludes his series on the 


changing face of the Soviet Union by underlining the economic 
and ideological differences between Communist nations. 


Trotsky and Stalin a generation ago. In 
Stalin's day, too, Soviet ideologues some- 
times talked of “co-existence,” but never 
since Stalin took unchallenged rein has it 
been elevated to a theoretical doctrine. 


What Khrushchev is really saying—and 
what Mao and Liu Shao-chi object to most 
—is that capitalism has developed a new 
character. The old form of imperialism is 
coming to an end, and capitalism seems 
capable of surviving without its colonies. 
Even more, Khrushchev seems to be 
arguing that capitalism no longer has the 
inner-impulsions that lead to war. This is 
a new era, with the so-called enterprise 
system on the defensive, modifying and 
moderating its basic features. | Thus, 
Khrushchev feels that war is not inevit- 


able, 


The Chinese, on the other hand, mired 
in past dogmas, insist that the inner-impul- 
sion towards colonialism and war still 
exist in the capitalist world; and that finally 
the issue will be resolved only in thermo- 
nuclear battle. The Chinese Communists 


are confident that they can survive such a 
holocaust. 

Though such issues are being debated 
currently in the realm of theory, they have 
a practical import of momentous signifi- 
cance. If war is not inevitable, Khrush- 
chev—pressed by a resilient population— 
can relax the terror, can increase the supply 
of goods. In China there is an opposite 
dynamic. 


‘ Revisionism? 


The lines of “revisionism” and “ dog- 
matism ” cross all countries, each lining up 
with Moscow or Peking. The Italian Com- 
munist leader, Togliatti, is reported to be 
solidly with Khrushchev. In India there 
are “soft” and “hard” factions, each 
functioning almost openly. Two groups of 
Communists squared away in Iraq, argu- 
ing over how to deal with the Kassem 
régime. In the United States the soft 
faction has split from the Party, but it still 
has adherents inside. One of its theo- 
retical leaders, Alexander Bittelman, has 
just been expelled. 


Whether the Khrushchev-Mao dispute is 
finally compromised, the differences must 
remain. Communism in Russia is reaching 
the stage of economic surplus. It is rapidly 
becoming a “have” nation with all that 
that implies for moderation and caution. 
For the first time in his lifetime the Soviet 
citizen sees the possibility of plenitude on 
the horizan. His pressures for continuing 
this trend are becoming inexorable. 

On the main street of Tashkent, in Cen- 
tral Asia, I talked for a long time with a 
mathematics teacher. He recounted for me 
all the improvements in Russian life these 
past few years, and how different the 
Khrushchev régime is from that of Stalin. 


“But since you don’t have the demo- 
cratic rights to control your Government,” 
I asked him, “how can you be sure that 
the Khrushchev régime will not go back to 
Stalinist tactics ?” 


The question seemed to shock him. “It 
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“A political issue now” 


“TNHERE is now hope that the kind of 

— things we have stood for, for almost 
a lifetime, are coming within sight of 
realisation. Pacifism is now a political 
issue and the more political parties discuss 
it the nearer to attainment is the objective 
which we have at heart,” said Vera Brit- 
tain opening the Peace News Bazaar last 
Saturday. 

We were in the middle of a revolution 
now, she declared, instancing the magni- 
tude of the 1960 Aldermaston March and 
the recent Labour Party vote for unilateral 
nuclear disarmament—something which, 
perhaps, the peace movement, and, cer- 
tainly, the “Labour movement had never 
experienced before. 

Over £110 was raised for the Peace News 
Fund. 


UNIVERSAL RELIGION 
PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP 


Service 3.30, Sunday, December 11 
Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd., Kings Cross 


Discourse : Swami Avyaktananda 
“Spirituality and Peace” 


“1 renounce war and | will never 
support or sanction another” 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to PPU Headquarters 


DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE 
6 Endsleigh Street London, W.C.1 


250 in sit-down after 


i800 MARCH TO GERMAN 


ROCKET 


NEARLY 2,000 people who demon- 

strated at the West German rocket 
site at Gelsenkirchen-Erle last month 
were warned by Dr. Martin Niemoeller 
to be on their guard against lies and 
half-truths being spread by _ the 
military. 

He said that he had been concerned 
about newspaper reports that the Gelsen- 
kirchen-Erle base housed only “ dummy” 
rockets. 


“German history teaches us that the 
beginning of violent action has often been 
the occasion for the presentation of 
‘ dummies,’” he declared, 


He recalled the dummy tanks of the 
young Reichswehr and the CD dummies 
of 1936. 

“An identical lie is perpetrated by Ger- 
man air defence today for it obscures the 
fact that there can be no defence in the 
atomic age.” 


Answer to Adenauer 


Answering Dr. Adenauer’s statement 
that “only a fool could be against atomic 
weapons,” Dr. Niemoeller said that he 
himself had no doubt at all that Christ 
would have been against them. 


Recalling the first Aldermaston March 
in 1958, in which he took part, Dr. Nie- 
moeller said that it showed how a small 
beginning could develop into a large move- 
ment against atomic arms, 

He hoped the demonstrators would meet 
with the success which had attended the 
efforts in Britain. 

More than 1,200 people carrying posters 
marched through the town accompanied by 
about 100 cars. 

Eighty of the cars carried posters pro- 
testing the dismissal of Prof. Riemecke, 
one of the speakers at the rally and a 


WRI chairman. The dismissal had followed 
her publication of a number of anti-govern- 
ment articles and led to a sit-down at 
Wuppertal of 300 student supporters of 
Mrs. Riemecke. 


An international contingent included 12 
Belgians, a group of Italians, the Rev. 
Leslie Hayman, a New Zealand pacifist and 
Prof. M. C. Morris from the USA. 


At a final rally on the Erle sports ground 
Pastor Ahne expressed the hope that the 
determined action being taken by the Ger- 
man section of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national (which had organised the action 
in collaboration with nuclear disarmament 
groups, local clergy and trade unionists) 


ASE 


would make an impact on Dr, Adenauer's 
seemingly all-powerful government. 

At the close of the demonstration a 
spontaneous fifteen-minute sit-down deve- 
Joped at the entrance to the rocket site. 
About fifty demonstrators, joined by 
about 200 spectators, made a silent pro- 
test at the barrack gates. 

Attempts by the police to remove the 
squatters were unsuccessful. 

The action was strongly supported in the 
mining district press and supported by the 
union of building workers who sent a 
message welcoming the action ‘“ whole- 
heartedly and wishing it every success.” 


—WRI News Service. 


Welcome for “ revolutionary pacifists ” 


[DURING the past forty years, revo- 

lutionary pacifism in the West has 
been confirmed, strengthened and 
given a new force and sense of direc- 
tion by all that the West has learnt 
from Gandhi and Vinoba, writes 
Marjorie Sykes in the Indian weekly, 
Bhoodan. 

In an article welcoming “the represen- 
tatives of Western revolutionary pacifism ” 
who travel to India this week-end for the 
triennial conference of the War Resisters’ 
International at Gandhigram, the English- 
woman who worked closely with Gandhi in 
establishing his basic education programme 
writes : 

“Throughout European history, pacifism 
has gone hand in hand with the most 
radical social outlook and programme; in 
fact, the small groups of pacifists have 
often suffered even more for their revo- 
Jutionary social and economic ideas than 
for their opposition to war. 

“Tt must, however, be recognised that in 


SAN FRANCISCO TO MOSCOW | 


(1 FROM PAGE ONE 


souri and Illinois to Chicago. This dest- 
ance of 2,986 miles is expected to be com- 
pleted by April I, covered at an average of 
25 miles a day, 

Because of the rigorous conditions the 
team is being kept to between five and ten 
people, 

London in June 


From Chicago larger contingents will 
walk via Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland, Washington, Maryland 
again, Delaware and New Jersey to New 
York City, flying to London on June 1 for 
the European stage of the march. 

Explaining the purpose of the march, 
A. J. Muste writes : 

“Over a period of years Americans who 
are unalterably opposed to any nuclear war 
preparation, whether by the United States 
or the Soviet Union or any other nation, 
have engaged in direct action, often in- 
volving civil disobedience, in the effort to 
arouse the consciences of their fellow 
citizens to demand that their own nation 
stop all preparations for nuclear war. 

‘Demonstrations have taken place at 
nuclear testing grounds, missile bases, and 
plants producing chemical, biological and 
radiological weapons. 


“In 1958 a four man crew tried to sail 
the Golden Rule into the US testing 
grounds at Eniwetok in the Pacific and 
were stopped by US authorities in Hawaii. 

“Recently the Committee for Non-violent 
Action, formed to assist in extending and 
coordinating such activities, has sponsored 
Polaris Action, a protest against the new 
“deterrent” weapon, the nuclear powered 
submarine carrying Polaris missiles. 

The Committee for Non-violent Action 
believes that the time has now come 
for a much greater effort to awaken men’s 
minds to the peril they face and to arouse 


their consciences to a supreme effort to end 
the threat of nuclear war. 

“Relations between the big powers are 
strained. A cheap way has been discov- 
ered to extract from uranium the substance 
to make bombs so that soon virtually any 
nation may take out membership in the 
nuclear club. The United States is about 
to supply nuclear weapons to NATO. On 
the other side, the Chinese People’s Re- 
public will no doubt soon begin to develop 
its nuclear capability. 


The enemy is war 


‘As in the past, so now we carry this 
message first of all to our own people in 
the United States. We carry it to other 
peoples : the H-bomb and Polaris missile 
know no national boundaries; neither does 
the Message of Peace. 

“In answer to our fellow citizens who 
ask us why we do not carry the call for 
unilateral disarmament to Communist 
countries, we say that we are doing so. In 
trying to bring this message to these vari- 
ous nations, we have no bitterness, hate or 
hostility towards any people or toward 
individuals in any government. 

“We are not against any people or 
nation: we are for all peoples, for man- 
kind. The Enemy of all peoples, of all 
human values and goals, is not this nation 
or that. The Enemy is War. 

“Let us all join in freeing ourselves from 
this Enemy. Let each take the initiative in 
this great struggle—NOW ! ” 

The programme is expected to cost not 
less than $25,000 and an appeal has been 
Jaunched in the USA from the CNVA office 
at 158 Grand Street, New York, 13, N.Y. 

In London The Times and Reynolds 
News have carried pictures showing the 
start of the walk from San Francisco, An 
independent motion picture producer is un- 
dertaking to make a 16mm. documentary 
colour film of the entire walk, 


e e 
in India 
the years following the first World War 
there was a tremendous emotional reac- 
tion in Britain and other European coun- 
tries against the waste of young manhood 
which war had involved. In those years 
many did join the pacifist movement with- 
out realising that peace-making demands 
much more than saying ‘No’ to hot wars. 
“But even in those years the accusation 
that a pacifist is ‘merely passive’ with 
regard to social injustice was by no means 
wholly true, and it is becoming less and 
less true with every year that passes. 
Delegates from America and Europe to 
the WRI Conference, Danilo Dolci among 
them, leave Gatwick airport by a chartered 
plane on Sunday at 3 p.m. 
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cannot be,” he said. 
not that kind of man.” 

Rightly or wrongly this is probably the 
belief of most Russian ‘citizens. They can 
not see a return to Stalinism, ony a for- 
ward march towards the “beautiful to- 
morrow.” 

Khrushchev’s theory of “ competitive co- 
existence’ fits not only the mood of his 
people but the realities of a spiralling 
economy nearing what John Strachey 
calls the “hump.” If peace can be assured 
the Russian citizen can improve his lot 
dramatically. And if peace can be assured 
Khrushchev feels that capitalism must con- 
tinue to suffer bitter reverses not only im 
the under-developed areas but in the stalled 
economies at home. 

The Chinese, on the other hand, are still 
a long way from plenitude. Their 
10,000,000-ton steel economy is hardly 
ample for a nation reaching 700,000,000 
people. Their’s is still a hard lot and they 
pursue a hard, neo-Stalinist course. 

At every turn, then, this unequal deve- 
lopment within the Communist countries 
must result in new cleavages, new ideo- 
logical disputes, and new advantages or 
disadvantages for the peoples. 

For the West, the Khrushchev-Mao con- 
test is crucial. The war lords in the Pen- 
tagon can see no differences between the 
various forms of Communism; they live in 
the illusion that all of it will, by some 
miracle, disappear. 

But for more objective thinkers it must 
be obvious that Communism is at a major 
turning point, and that we will have to 
learn to live with its moderate wing. Fur- 
thermore, it must be clear that if we relax 
our militarism we favour these moderates 
behind the iron curtain who .will settle 
accounts with their own militarists. We 
even Create fissures within China. 

If there is any lesson to be learned from 
a trip to Russia it is that Western mili- 
tarism serves just the opposite purpose it 
espouses: it strengthens hard Communism, 
weakens the possibility of a more thorough- 
going change. 


“ Khrushchev is just 
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